
Issue: 12/2025-26          Date: 01.06.2026      RI DIST 3181       Club Charter No:51077       

OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF ROTARY CLUB OF MANGALORE DOWNTOWN

PRESIDENT:
Rtn Sathyajith Rao

+91 9900230750

SECRETARY
Rtn Prabhat M Joshi

+91 9731388242

Bulletin Editor
Rtn Rajesh Shetty K

+91 9886118171

We Meet :

Every Tuesday

Venue: Green Room,

Eden Club, Nanthoor,

Mangalore - 575008

Time: 7:30 PM

PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS

1

Club Website:
http://rcmangaloredown

town.rotaryindia.org/

Dear Downtown Family,

As May draws to a close, I am delighted

to share that our club has earned the

prestigious Awards Citation, which will

be presented at Mysore. This

recognition is a testament to the

collective effort, dedication, and

unwavering commitment of every

member of our club. I extend my

heartfelt gratitude to each one of you for

making this achievement possible.

Treasurer
Rtn Ganesh Prabhu

+91 9972096035

On the community service front, we successfully completed the

installation of a water tank at the Gandhinagar Anganwadi, along

with the necessary civil repair works, ensuring a better environment

for the children and staff. We were also able to extend timely

financial assistance to an accident victim — a compassionate

gesture made possible solely through the generosity and goodwill

of our members.

This month has been particularly vibrant and engaging, with three

insightful speaker sessions, a productive business meet, and a

board meeting that further strengthened our fellowship, vision, and

shared purpose.

The road ahead looks equally promising, with several meaningful

and impactful projects planned across all avenues of service. Let us

continue to carry this spirit of enthusiasm and unity forward as we

strive to serve humanity and uplift our community.

Thank you for your steadfast support, active participation, and

continued commitment to the ideals of Rotary.

With warm Regards,

Rtn PHF Sathyajith Rao

President
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“SPONSORING A SPORTING EVENT”

1st to 3rd May, 2026 

Aspa Fitness, Kinnigoli, under the aegis of the Karnataka Powerlifting

Association® Mangalore, successfully organized the Karnataka State

Powerlifting Championship–2026 at Nekara Soudha, Kinnigoli from 1st to

3rd May 2026.

Youth Service being one of Rotary’s core focus areas, our club is

committed to inspiring young minds to embrace sports and cultivate

positive life habits. In support of this vision, we have contributed a sum of

₹10,000 towards the event. We are especially grateful to our benevolent

President Elect, Rtn A. Umesh Gatty, for generously bearing the entire

cost of this initiative.”

“Gold medals aren’t really made of gold. They’re made

of sweat, determination, and a hard-to-find alloy called

guts.”

- Dan Gable
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“INSTALLATION OF OVERHEAD WATER TANK AT ANGANWADI”

4TH MAY, 2026 

A conducive environment with adequate facilities is essential for ensuring a

meaningful and enriching learning experience for children. Among these,

access to safe drinking water and proper hygiene facilities are fundamental

necessities that contribute significantly to the health and well-being of

young learners.

Recognizing this important need, when the Gandhinagar Anganwadi

approached us with a request for a 1000-litre overhead water storage tank,

we responded promptly. The water tank was successfully installed on 4th

May 2026, ensuring a reliable supply of clean water for the children and

staff of the Anganwadi. The total cost of the project was Rs.15,000/-, out of

which our generous and large-hearted Rotarian, Suraj Hebbar Neria,

graciously contributed Rs.10,000/- towards the initiative.

"When schools have

access to safe water,

toilets and soap,

children have a better

environment to study,

learn and realize their

potential."

— UNICEF



4

“ROTARY EXTENDS HELPING HAND TO ACCIDENT VICTIM”

12th May, 2026 

Shri Vijay Kamath, aged 52, from Mangalore, who is unmarried and earns his

livelihood by running a line sale business of snacks along with a small

grocery shop. On 19th April 2026, while returning from Hebri, he met with a

severe accident and sustained serious injuries to his head, face, and right

hand, which unfortunately had to be amputated. Presently, undergoing

treatment at Adarsha Hospital, Udupi. As on 29th April, his hospitalisation

expenses had reached approximately Rs. 6.65 lakhs. While he has health

insurance coverage of Rs. 1 lakh, the remaining amount has to be borne by

the family. In addition, he is expected to undergo another surgery in the

coming months. With the unfortunate amputation, his source of livelihood

has also come to a halt.

The family approached us seeking support during this difficult time.

Responding promptly to the appeal, our club members came together and

generously contributed a sum of Rs. 55,000/- towards his medical expenses.

The cheque was handed over to Shri Deepak Kamath during our weekly

meeting held on 12th May 2026.
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“ANTI TOBACCO DAY”

31ST May, 2026 

On the occasion of World No Tobacco Day, observed on 31st May 2026, an

awareness campaign highlighting the harmful effects of tobacco

consumption and the health hazards caused by spitting in public places was

organized at the KSRTC Bus Stand, Bejai, Mangalore by the Rotary

Clubs of Zone 2 & 3, RID 3181 including Rotary Mangalore Downtown in

association with A.J. Hospital & Research Centre, the Indian Dental

Association, Dakshina Kannada and KSRTC Mangalore, As part of the

campaign, a vibrant flash mob, an impactful street skit depicting the

dangers of tobacco use, and a signature campaign encouraging citizens to

pledge against spitting in public places were conducted. The initiative

aimed to promote a tobacco-free community and inspire healthier lifestyles

for a better tomorrow. The programme received an overwhelming response

from the general public, reflecting a strong commitment towards building a

cleaner, healthier, and tobacco-free society.
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The ABCs of Rotary

ROTARY INFORMATION

In 1976 the Rotary International Board of Directors was interested in

creating a concise definition of the fundamental aspects of Rotary. They

turned to the three men who were then serving on Rotary’s Public

Relations Committee and requested that a one-sentence definition of

Rotary he prepared. After numerous drafts, the committee presented this

definition, which has been used ever since in various Rotary publications:

“Rotary is an organization of business and professional persons

united worldwide who provide humanitarian service, encourage high

ethical standards in all vocations and help build goodwill and peace

in the world.”

Those 31 words are worth remembering when someone asks, “What is a

Rotary club?”

Definition of Rotary

How do you describe the

organization called “Rotary”? There

are so many characteristics of a

Rotary club as well as the activities of

a million Rotarians. There are the

features of service, internationality,

fellowship, classifications of each

vocation, development of goodwill

and world understanding, the

emphasis of high ethical standards,

concern for other people and many

more.

“I slept and dreamt that life was joy.
I awoke and saw that life was service.
I acted and behold, service was joy."

- Tagore
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EVENTS THAT JUST HAPPENED

Rotary Club of Mangalore South successfully organised the Rotary

Marathon 2026 – a 5 km “Say No to Drugs” Awareness Run on 3rd May

2026, commencing at 6:00 AM from the Canara CBSE School Grounds. The

event began on an energetic note with lively Zumba sessions, setting the

perfect tone for participants. The event was flagged off by IPDG Rtn

Vikram Datta.

More than just a run, the initiative reinforced Rotary’s unwavering

commitment to combating the growing menace of drug abuse while

strengthening its public image as a force for positive change.

The Rotary Club of Mangalore Downtown extended its support with active

participation from six members: Rtn Prashanth Nayak, Rtn Shivaprasad, Rtn

Rajesh Shetty, Ann Saritha Shetty, Annet Ananya Shetty, and Jon Anirudh

Shetty.

The event was impeccably organised—kudos to the team behind this

meaningful initiative. Every finisher was honoured with a certificate and

medal, making it a truly memorable and impactful morning.

“ROTARY MARATHON-2026”
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Birthday wishes to our members and their family members

Name Birth Date

Ann SUPRIYA BHANDARY

W/O. Rtn. GANESH BHANDARY
8th JUNE

Jon. RAJVEER SHETTY,

S/o Rtn SUBIRAJ SHETTY 8th JUNE

Rtn RAHUL SUVARNA 15th JUNE

Rtn. RAJESH SHETTY 15th JUNE

Ann. SANDHYA G. MANJESHWAR

W/o Rtn GIRISH MANJESHWAR
16th JUNE

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY wishes to our members

NAME DATE OF ANNIVERSARY

Rtn. ANIL BALIGA &

Ann PRAMILA BALIGA

3rd JUNE
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DID YOU KNOW…!?

NOTABLE ROTARIANS AROUND THE WORLD

RTN. COL. HARLAND SANDERS

Harland Sanders was born in 1890 in

the little town of Henryville in southern

Indiana. The “colonel” was given to him

in 1935 as an honorary title by the

governor of Kentucky in recognition of

his accomplishments, and ever

afterward everyone called him “The

Colonel”.

In 1930, in the small rural town of

Corbin, Kentucky, he opened up

“Sanders Cafe” in a corner of the gas station. The fried chicken Sanders

prepared was such a big hit with the customers that every day there was a

long queue in front of the store waiting to be served. That was the beginning

of what developed into the world’s largest fast food chain Kentucky Fried

Chicken (KFC). Rtn Sanders had been an active Rotarian since 1919 when he

became a founder member of the Rotary Club of Jeffersonville, Indiana, at the

age of 29. After that he joined the Rotary Club of Corbin and then the Rotary

Club of Shelbyville, and was an active member until 1980 till his death.

Colonel Harland Sanders was one person who truly lived the Rotary motto

“He profits most who serves best”.



SUDOKU

Rotary Quiz

BRAIN TEASERS

(Answers on the last page)

RIDDLES
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The more of this there is, the less you see. What is it?

1) What is the First official motto of Rotary International?

2) Which is the largest Rotary Club in the World in terms of

membership?

3) Who is the first female President of Rotary International?

4) What is the predecessor to The Rotary Foundation (TRF)?

5) Who was the first President of the first Rotary Club (Founded in

Chicago in the year 1905)
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It was an insightful and highly informative session by Rtn. CA Shivaprasad,

our own esteemed member, on ‘Special Economic Zones (SEZs) around

Mangalore’ held on 5th May 2026 during our weekly meeting. He

eloquently explained the concept of SEZs, tracing their origins in Ireland

and their subsequent adoption across the globe, along with how India has

adapted the model to suit its unique economic landscape.

The presentation covered various aspects including the types of SEZs,

requirements for their establishment, roles of SEZ developers and units,

and the wide-ranging benefits they offer. The session was lively and

interactive, with enthusiastic participation from members, making it both

engaging and enriching for all

“Special Economic Zones around Mangalore”
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Ms. Poornima Bhat, Founder-Director of Arivu Early Intervention

Centre, conducted a highly insightful awareness session on “Learning &

Emotional Challenges in Today’s Children.” The session focused on important

developmental concerns such as Autism and ADHD (Attention Deficit

Hyperactivity Disorder), covering early identification, signs and symptoms,

counselling for both children and parents, and the vital role that communities

and service organisations like Rotary can play in supporting affected

families. She also spoke about the growing emotional challenges faced by

children today and shared practical ways to understand and support them

with empathy and care. Another significant topic discussed was mobile

addiction among both children and adults — its causes, impact on mental and

emotional well-being, and ways to overcome it.

Ms. Poornima Bhat further shared her inspiring personal journey and the

motivation behind establishing Arivu Early Intervention Centre, which has

been rendering valuable service to children and parents through initiatives

at District Wenlock Hospital, various Anganwadis, and other community

outreach programmes.

“Learning & Emotional Challenges in Today’s Children”
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Our member Rtn. Pavithrakumar Gurukkal delivered an insightful talk

on “Life as a Banker” during our weekly meeting held on 19th May 2026. He

took members through his remarkable journey with Corporation Bank —

from his initial appointment as a Clerk to his retirement as the Chief Manager

— sharing valuable experiences, challenges faced along the way, and the

solutions that helped him overcome them.

The session was truly enriching and gave members a deeper understanding

of the functioning and processes involved in the banking sector. It was an

engaging and inspiring presentation that was greatly appreciated by all

present.

“Life as a Banker”



June is celebrated in the Rotary calendar as Fellowship Month—a time to

reflect on the spirit of friendship that forms the foundation of Rotary. While

Rotary is known for its impactful service, it is fellowship that binds

members together in the pursuit of Service Above Self.

Fellowship in Rotary goes beyond interaction; it builds meaningful

relationships, fosters mutual respect, and creates a sense of belonging

among members from diverse backgrounds. Through meetings, events,

and service activities, Rotarians develop lasting friendships that transcend

boundaries.

Strong fellowship enhances engagement, encourages teamwork, and

inspires members to serve with greater passion. It also supports personal

growth by providing opportunities to learn, share, and expand networks—

often extending warmth to families and creating a larger Rotary family.

As we celebrate Fellowship Month, let us reconnect, welcome new

members, and strengthen the bonds that make our clubs vibrant. When

fellowship thrives, Rotary flourishes—enabling us to create lasting impact

in our communities and beyond.
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JUNE – FELLOWSHIP MONTH
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HOW MANY KIDNEYS DO WE HAVE….!!!?

At a medical school, a professor looked at a student and asked,

"How many kidneys do we have?“

"Four!" the student answered.

"Four?" asked the professor in mock dismay.

Turning to his assistant, the professor said, "Bring some grass, because

there’s a donkey in the room.“

"And a coffee for me!" the student quickly added, speaking to the assistant.

The professor got very angry and threw the student out of the classroom.

But that student was actually the well-known humorist Aparicio Torelly

Aporelly (1895–1971), also called the 'Baron of Itararé.’

As he left the room, the student boldly corrected the angry professor:

"You asked me how many kidneys WE have. We have four kidneys, two are

mine and two are yours. The word ‘we’ means more than one person.

Enjoy my coffee… and the grass is for you."

WHO PAYS THE BILL?

Wife: "In my dream, I saw you in a jewelry store and you bought me a

diamond ring."

Husband: "I had the same dream and I saw your dad paying the bill."
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ROTARY NEWS

Wing-Kai To grew up watching international

soccer and idolizing its stars. As a child in Hong

Kong, he followed players like Pelé, Franz

Beckenbauer, Johan Cruyff, and Diego Maradona.

Now living in the United States, To is a member of

the Rotary Club of The Bridgewaters,

Massachusetts, USA, and no less enthusiastic

about international soccer. He hopes he’ll be

selected as one of hundreds of volunteers when

the 2026 FIFA World Cup comes to Gillette

Stadium near Boston.

Rtn Wing-Kai To, a member of the Rotary Club of Bridgewaters,

Massachusetts, USA, holds a soccer ball after trying out to be a volunteer for

the 2026 FIFA World Cup games near Boston.

“I will be excited to take on one of the two dozen roles supporting the

tournament,” says To, a professor of history at Bridgewater State University. “I

have already secured tickets to the match between Scotland and Morocco

and am getting ready to cheer for both teams.”

The World Cup, the most-watched sporting event in the world, will be hosted

by three countries for the first time. 48 teams will play from 11 June to 19 July

across 16 cities in Canada, Mexico, and the United States. In Canada, those

areas are Toronto and Vancouver. In Mexico, they are Guadalajara, Mexico

City, and Monterrey. And in the U.S., they are Atlanta, Boston, Dallas, Houston,

Kansas City, Los Angeles, Miami, New York/New Jersey, Philadelphia, San

Francisco, and Seattle.

The games provide a unique opportunity for Rotary clubs to offer hospitality

and promote Rotary’s work on the global stage.

Larry Lunsford, Rotary International’s president-nominee, began connecting

Rotary leaders across host cities in late 2025 in an effort to promote Rotary-

led events before and during the tournament. Since then, a host city

leadership committee made up largely of past district governors has been

meeting to ensure that Rotary has a strong, coordinated presence in every

World Cup host city.

SHOWCASING OF ROTARY AT WORLD CUP FOOTBALL- 2026
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ROTARY NEWS

RTN V.D. SATHEESAN, CHIEF MINISTER OF KERALA

The newly elected Chief

Minister of Kerala Shri. V.D.

Satheesan is an active

Rotarian. He is the proud

member of Rotary Club of

Parur of RI District 3205.
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ESRAGer P.K. Sherpa, renowned

nature conservationist from Nepal, is

a man on a mission to restore and

preserve the pristine beauty of

Mount Everest.

Deeply committed to protecting the

fragile Himalayan ecosystem, P.K.

Sherpa is spearheading a powerful

global movement to transform Mt.

Everest into a Zero Waste Mountain,

inspiring environmental

responsibility and sustainable

conservation for future generations.

THE MAN ON A MISSION TO CLEAN MT. EVEREST

Timeline for 2026-27
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Our member Rtn

Suraj Hebbar

Neria was one of

the Award

Presenter at the

“Swastika

Awards Night’

held at Swastika

Water Front

Sulthan Battery

organised by

Swastika National

Business School on

30th May 2026.

Our honorary member, Rtn.

Dinesh Holla, addressed the

students on the second day of

‘ಕಾಡ ಕಥೆ ಅರಣ್ಯ - ಕಥಾ
ಗೋಷಿ್ಠ ’. In his enlightening

talk, he spoke about the marvel

that is the Western Ghats and

highlighted its incredible

biodiversity. He explained how

the ecosystem is so intricately

connected that the extinction of

even the 126 species of ants

found there could eventually

impact marine life in the

Arabian Sea, including fish
populations. He elaborated on the scientific reasoning behind this delicate

ecological balance in a simple yet thought-provoking manner.

Rtn. Holla also inspired the students by sharing the contributions of renowned

environmentalists such as Saalumarada Thimmakka, Sukri Bommagowda, and

Tulsi Gowda, whose dedication towards nature conservation continues to

motivate generations.

DOWNTOWNERS
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FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

Rotary International

Convention-2026 will be held

from 13TH to 17TH June, 2026 at

Taipei. The registrations for the

said event is already open.

Interested members may register

for the event.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION- TAIPEI -2026

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION- BARCELONA-2027

Rotary International

Convention-2027 is moved from

the original host city of Dubai to

Barcelona, Spain. It will be held

from 26TH to 30TH June, 2027 at the

Fira de Barcelona.

The registrations for the said

event will open in September,

2026.
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FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

11th Rotary District

Conference of RID 3181

“UTSAVA – 2027” is to be

held from 23rd January, 2027 to

25th January, 2027 at Palemar

Convention Centre, Maryhill,

Mangalore.

Registrations is reopened on

1st April, 2026. The revised

registration fee is Rs.4,500/-

for Rotarians, Rs.3,500/- for

Anns and Rs.2,000/- for

Annets and this rate is valid

only till 28th June, 2026.

UTSAVA - 2027

“ROTARY ANUBHAVA AWARDS & 

JNANA DEEPA”

“Rotary Anubhava Awards” and

“Jnana Deepa –DTLS & CLLS” will be

held on 20th & 21st June 2026 at Mysuru

Union, Mysuru. The event is being

hosted by Rotary Mysuru North.

As our club is expecting a good show

at the awards night, all members are

requested to register for the event.

Also the newly elected President,

Secretary & Board memebsr are

requested to register for the training

sessions.

The registration fee would be

Rs.1,700/-.



SUDOKU

Rotary Quiz

ANSWERS TO BRAIN TEASERS

RIDDLES

Answer: ‘Darkness’
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1) ‘Service Above Self’ is the First official motto of Rotary International.

2) ‘Rotary Club of Vijayawada Mid-Town’ is the largest Rotary Club in the

world with more than 750 members. They are holding on this position

since 2018.

3) Jennifer E. Jones (2022-23) is the first Female President of Rotary

International.

4) ‘The Endowment Fund’ is the predecessor to The Rotary Foundation

(TRF) stared in the year 2017 by the them Rotary International

President Rtn Arch C. Klumph.

5) Rtn Silvester Schiele is the first President of the first Rotary Club

(Founded in Chicago in the year 1905)


